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Robert Hurford, a talented penman 

and stalwart member of IAMPETH, 

analyized exemplars of vertical 

alphabets from Charles P. Zaner’s 

Zanerian Script Alphabets (1902) 

and an exemplar from page 131 of 

The Penman-Artist and Business 

Educator (Zaner-Bloser, 1900-

1903). 

Bob analyzed these styles and was 

inspired to create his own version 

of the alphabet he called Vertical 

Ornamental Penmanship, keeping in 

mind consistency of line, slant, and 

shape. 

He graciously gave me permission 

to present his Vertical Ornamental 

Penmanship (VOP) style to the 

Houston Calligraphy Guild in 2013. 

Below are my notes that were 

presented during the guild demo, 

and my attempt at writing his VOP 

alphabet. 

Tips for VOP: 

 Bob recommends using a 

straight pen holder (although an oblique holder can be used), a stiff pointed nib, and good quality smooth 

paper. He likes Ziller or McCaffery’s Ink for nice hairlines and shades. 

 Consistency in line, slant, and shade is key, as with most alphabets. 

 The uppercase letters are about 6 times the x-height of the lowercase. 

 Plan ahead and use a pencil if necessary to plan out flourishes. You don’t want the shades and flourishes to 

interfere with the lowercase letters. 

 Maintain a consistent 90 degree (vertical) slant by keeping the slit of the nib parallel to the 90 degree slant line. 

 Add a flourish at the end of a word to balance the ornate capital. 
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 Dots over the i and j are round and the same width as the shaded downstroke. 

 Loops can be as wide or narrow as you like, just keep them consistent throughout the alphabet. 

 The spacing between the letters is fairly far apart. 

 The left and right loops of the Uppercase Figure 8 flourish are equal in size and parallel to the baseline. 

 To make the slanted shades on the uppercase letters, gently twist the pen and drag the point in roughly a five 

o’clock direction, ease up on the pressure and complete the flourish. 

 Lowercase can either be written monoline or with shading on the downstrokes. Shading might make the letters 

more legible. 

 

***Remember to use a few cushion sheets under your paper or blotting paper to make your writing surface more 

springy.*** 
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From page 131 of The Penman-Artist and Business Educator  1900-1903 Zaner-Bloser 
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From C. P. Zaner’s Zanerian Script Alphabets 1902. 

 


